Renters' Checklist by Angell, William J. & Jackson, Goldon
RENTERS' CHECKLIST 
To find the best place to live, you should 
look at several apartments or houses. The 
following checklist will help you compare 
dwellings and decide which features are 
most important to you. For example, if you 
do not own a car, you probably will not want 
to pay for offstreet parking. 
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ITEM (consider) 
Have you considered how much and what type of space 
and equipment you need and want? 
Have you decided on the maximum amount you can af-
ford to spend on housing? 
Have you and the person(s) with whom you live agreed on 
responsibility for rent and utilities? 
Monthly Expenses 
How much is the monthly rent? 
If the following are not included in your rent, enter 
the anticipated amount. 
Water and Sewer 
Electricity 
Gas (natural or bottled LP) 
Phone 
Trash collection 
Snow removal 
Lawn maintenance 
Access to recreational facilities 
Rent increase if guests and friends live with you for an 
extended time 
Other (specify) 
TOTAL MONTHLY OPERATING EXPENSE (add) 
Is your monthly expense less than 1-week's take-home 
pay? 
Initial Expenses 
If the following charges are involved, enter the amount. 
Damage or security deposit 
Utility service deposit 
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Lease 
0 Does the written and dated lease contain all of the fol-
lowing: length of tenancy; how and when the lease can 
be terminated or renewed; subletting privileges and 
accompanying re-rental fee; total monthly rent and 
service charges; restrictions and regulations; and 
guarantees and oral promises of the landlord or his 
representatives? 
O Have you made sure that no lease provisions or waivers 
are unenforceable? These may include: releasing the 
landlord from maintaining and repairing the dwelling; 
allowing the landlord to enter the dwelling without your 
permission; allowing the landlord to place a lien on 
your personal property for nonpayment of rent; or re-
leasing the landlord from providing heat, water, and 
other utilities. 
D Have you made sure that no lease provisions or waivers 
are undesirable? These may include: no overnight vis-
itors; no washing of cars on the premises; no parking 
on premises. 
0 Have you asked the landlord to delete any unfavorable 
provisions or waivers or otherwise revise the lease? 
Make sure this is done before you sign the lease. 
0 Do you fully understand all terms of the lease? 
Restrictions-Regulations 
0 Are the following prohibited, and are they desirable in 
your situation? 
Unsolicited salesmen 
Children 
Pets 
Late and noisy parties (how is this enforced?) 
Storage or repair of boats or inoperative cars 
Special furniture such as water beds or hot plates 
Use of laundry facilities 
Parking and number of cars allowed 
Use of outdoor grounds 
Painting or papering walls 
Mounting pictures on the walls 
0 Are the restrictions, regulations, and/or rules in 
writing? 
Management-Maintenance 
0 Does the owner, manager, or caretaker live in or near 
the building? 
D Does the manager require a high level of maintenance 
of common areas (halls, stairs, walks, etc.)? 
Who does the maintenance? 
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House or House or House or 
Apt. 1 Apt. 2 Apt. 3 Location 
YES YES NO YES D Is the dwelling near schools, stores, church of your 
choice, your work, recreational areas, and other desira-
ble facilities? 
YES YES YES D Is the property free from heavy traffic, dust, dirt, noise, 
and other pollution? 
YES YES YES D Is the property free from threat of flooding? 
YES YES YES D Is the neighborhood zoned for nonindustrial use? 
Lot 
YES YES NO YES D Are paved streets, driveways, and public walkways 
provided? 
YES YES YES D Are the streets and walkways well-lit at night? 
YES YES YES D Does the dwelling receive maximum sunlight and pro-
tection from wind, rain, and snow? 
YES YES YES D Is the view pleasant and likely to remain unchanged? 
YES YES NO YES D Is there privacy in the yard, patio, or deck? 
YES YES NO YES D Is space for a garden available? 
YES YES NO YES D Is pedestrian and automobile access direct, simple, and 
easy? 
YES YES ·NO YES D Is offstreet parking for two cars available? 
YES YES NO YES D Are the grounds well-landscaped, attractive, and 
well-maintained? 
YES YES NO YES D Is safe and secure storage provided for bicycles, gar-
dening equipment, large toys, and lawn furniture? 
Exterior 
YES YES NO YES D Siding-ls the exterior attractive and in good condition? 
YES YES NO YES D Roofing-Does the dwelling have a roof overhang to 
help reduce glare? 
YES YES NO YES D Windows-Can the screens be removed for easy window 
washing? 
YES YES YES D Are the windows sealed, caulked, and free from draft? 
YES YES YES D Are the walls below the windows free from water 
streaks? 
YES YES YES D Doors-Are there at least two doors from the unit for 
convenience and safety? 
YES YES NO* YES D Can you securely lock the doors? Deadbolt locks are 
rec om mended. 
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Utility Systems 
D Lighting and Ventilation 
- Do the windows provide adequate natural illumina-
tion? 
- Does the home have good artificial lighting, 
especially in the kitchen and bathroom? 
- Does the window arrangement provide good cross 
ventilation? 
- Do the windows open and close smoothly? 
- Does the air conditioner operate properly? 
- Are there vented exhaust fans in the bathroom and 
over the kitchen range? 
D Heating and Insulation 
- Is the supply of heat adequate? 
- Is there a thermostat in your unit so you can control 
heat without asking the caretaker? 
- Is the thermostat in a satisfactory location? 
- Is heat distribution adequate? Look for hot air regis-
ters or heating elements along the base of exterior 
walls and under windows. 
- If you have a forced-air heating system, are cold air 
returns provided in all the rooms? Less expensive 
systems without cold air returns have 2- to 3-inch 
gaps beneath interior doors. These may cause drafty 
conditions. 
D Plumbing 
- Are your plumbing fixtures attractive and easy to 
clean? 
- Do the toilet, dishwasher, and other plumbing facil-
ties operate quietly? 
- Do you have an adequate supply of hot water? You 
may find the supply inadequate if it is shared with 
other apartments. 
D Electrical 
- Does the dwelling have at least 50 amp service or 100 
amp service if you have a washer, dryer, air condi-
tioner, garbage disposal, dishwasher or electric 
range? 
- Are adequate electrical outlets provided, and do 
they operate properly? At least one per wall should 
be located in each room and over the kitchen 
counter. They should be no more than 12 feet apart. 
- Are there enough switches to light your way through 
the dwelling? 
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House or House or House or 
Apt. 1 Apt. 2 Apt. 3 Interiors 
YES No· YES No· YES NO" D Does the floor plan provide space for activities and 
privacy? 
YES NO YES NO YES NO D Will the areas in which your activities take place be free 
from family traffic? 
YES NO YES NO YES D Does the dwelling have adequate storage space? This 
should include a closet close to the front door, at least 4 
feet of rod space for each family member's clothes, 
linen storage, kitchen storage for equipment and food, 
and seasonal storage? 
YES NO" YES NO* YES D Can you securely lock these additional storage facilities? 
YES NO YES NO YES D Is the interior design attractive? 
YES NO YES NO YES D Do the furnishings, materials, and equipment promote 
easy maintenance? For example, shag carpet is dif-
ficult to keep clean in the kitchen and around exterior 
doors. 
D Furniture (For furnished apartments) 
YES NO YES NO YES NO - Is there quality construction throughout the furnish-
ings? 
YES NO YES NO YES 'NO - Are all joints firm, closely fitted, reinforced, and 
strongly glued? 
YES NO YES .. NO YES NO - Is the wood finish neat, smooth, and attractive? 
YES NO YES NO YES NO - Do drawers operate smoothly? 
YES NO YES NO YES NO - Is upholstered furniture comfortable? 
D Appliances 
YES NO YES NO YES NO - Are the kitchen appliances the type, size, and qu.ality 
needed? 
YES NO YES NO YES NO - Are the appliances clean, and do they operate 
properly? 
D Other 
YES NO YES NO YES - Is acoustical insulation used between apartments? 
YES NO YES NO YES - Are laundry facilities available? If so, where are they 
located, do they operate properly, and what is the 
cost? 
YES YES NO• YES - Does the house or apartment have fire extinguishers? 
- When were the extinguishers last checked? 
YES YES NO YES - Is it convenient to carry in groceries and carry out 
garbage? 
YES YES NO YES - For the money you will spend, will the dwelling permit 
the type of life you and your family want? 
NOTE: If any of the starred (") questions were answered "NO•", do not sign a rental agreement until 
you carefully re-evaluate the situation. 
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This bulletin was written by William J. Angell, Extension Housing Specialist, University of Minnesota, and has been revised for use in Ohio 
by Golden Jackson, Extension Specialist, Housing, The Ohio State University. 
M 
ed in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agricul· 
ture. Roy M. Kottman, Director of the Cooperative Extension Service, The Ohio State University. 
All educational programs and activities conducted by the Ohio Cooperative Extension Service are available to all potential clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color or national origin. 
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